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Incursiuni in imaginar 10. Folclor, practici magice si literatura/
Incursions into the Imaginary 10. Folklore, Magic Practices and Literature

Petru Adrian DANCIU, Prezenta zmeilor, aspecte ale contamindrilor malefice in
basm si descdntecul popular romdnesc (THE PRESENCE OF "ZMEI", ASPECTS OF
MALEFIC CONTAMINATIONS IN ROMANIAN FOLK TALES AND
INCANTATIONS)

Abstract: The presence of the dragon (,zmeul”) in the Romanian fairy tale is obvious in two
important moments of the subsequent construction of the disenchantment. On the one hand, we
have an aggressive manifestation marked by the abduction of the virgin and, on the other hand,
we capture it defensively when the hero "traps" its territory. Our intention was to observe to what
extent the discourse in the Romanian folklore combines the two elements into a single construct.
The disenchantment not only recalls the name of the fantastic being, but will even include it
among the nine degrees of the demonic beings, the antipode of the angelic beings. The connection
between the dragons and Avestita, the female killer, female demon associated by the researchers
with Lilith, the undead and the aggressive lion (Nergal), will send us to the Semitic demonology.
As demonic beings, they block the passage, a gesture identical to the victim's attack, felt in the
form of the disease.
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